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Summary

The Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and Landscape SAEFL
(http://www.buwal.admin.ch/) has entrusted the Swiss Commission for Wild Plant
Conservation CPS (http://www.cps-skew.ch/) and the Swiss Floristic Network
CRSF (http://www.crsf.ch/) with the planing of concrete actions for the conservation
of priority species identified at country level. Based on documents (Annexes of Bern
Convention and EU Directive Habitats, Fauna & Flora; WCMC Plants Database;
Swiss Red List) and consultation of a pool of experts priority species have been
identified and field research realised.

For about 150 species the results have been summarised in conservation data
sheets.

Their publication has triggered concrete conservation actions at national and at
local level, ranging from natural population monitoring to ex situ cultivation and
reintroduction.

Examples are presented to illustrate the field activity undertaken as well as some of
the problems encountered. Existing populations of Typha minima have been
reinforced and the species has been reintroduced in a few ancient sites and newly
created habitats. However, long term existence of the species is not guaranteed
due to the limited size of the remaining habitat (alluvial zone) and its risk of
disappearance. Thanks to ex situ multiplication and appropriate habitat
management, the original population of Viola elatior, which was on the verge of
extinction, has been saved by reinforcement, while reintroduction in ancient sites
has also been realised. With simple but timely management measures such as
mowing this species is likely to survive; it can be considered as saved for the time
being.
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