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In this work we describe the approach undertaken to assure the protection of Narcissus 
cavanillesii in Portugal. This taxon is listed under Annexes II and IV of the European 
Community Habitats and Species Directive. 
The only two reported Portuguese localities are affected by the Alqueva dam, the 
largest reservoir in Europe, recently constructed in the Guadiana basin (Alto Alentejo). 
One population was going to be flooded and the other is going to be affected by 
changes in ecological conditions and human activities. An integrated four-year project 
began in 2001 to prevent the extinction of N. cavanillesii and maximize the survival of 
its populations. This project integrates several biological conservation strategies and 
the translocation of the population that was going to disappear. 
Studies regarding biological information, population sizes, growth rate and structure, as 
well as reproductive success were performed in order to diminish the vulnerability of 
this species in Portugal. 
 
 
This study was promoted by EDIA, S. A. and co-financed by EDIA, S.A. and European 
Regional Development Funds (ERDF). 
 
 


