
Examples from “NExamples from “N--Europe “Europe “

........ Food for Tought ............... Food for Tought .......

LIFELIFE--Nature and threatened plant species.Nature and threatened plant species.

Geert Raeymaekers

Nature Link International



-- LIFELIFE--Nature for plants in Nature for plants in ““N N –– EuropeEurope””..

-- Has LIFEHas LIFE--Nature been a successNature been a success? ? 

-- How visible has been LIFEHow visible has been LIFE--Nature for plant conservation?Nature for plant conservation?

-- Why Why so so few plant LIFEfew plant LIFE--Nature projects?Nature projects?

-- TThe future of LIFE and Eurohe future of LIFE and Euro’’s for plant conservation?s for plant conservation?

LIFELIFE--Nature and threatened plant species.Nature and threatened plant species.



LIFELIFE--Nature for Plants in “NNature for Plants in “N--Europe”Europe”



Angelica palustrisAngelica palustris in Hungary (1.30 M€)in Hungary (1.30 M€)

Jurinea cyanoidesJurinea cyanoides in Germany (0.60 M€)in Germany (0.60 M€)

Cypripedium calceolusCypripedium calceolus & & Saxifraga hirculusSaxifraga hirculus in Finland (1.90 M€)in Finland (1.90 M€)

Myositis rehsteineriMyositis rehsteineri in Austria (2.04 M€) and Germany (2.01 M€)in Austria (2.04 M€) and Germany (2.01 M€)

Oenanthe conioidesOenanthe conioides in Germany (5.08 M€)in Germany (5.08 M€)

LIFELIFE--Nature for Plants in “NNature for Plants in “N--Europe”Europe”

Few projectsFew projects

Restoration more expensive than protectionRestoration more expensive than protection



-- Less than 20 plant projects of the ca 850 projectsLess than 20 plant projects of the ca 850 projects

-- More plantMore plant--related projects in Mediterranean and related projects in Mediterranean and 
MacaroneanMacaronean RegionRegion

-- This is far less than species on birds and vertebrates This is far less than species on birds and vertebrates 
(mostly mammals)(mostly mammals)

Has LIFEHas LIFE--Nature been a successNature been a success??

20 plant projects for 480 species in Annex II of FFH20 plant projects for 480 species in Annex II of FFH

Over 200 bird projects for 194 species in Annex 1 of BDOver 200 bird projects for 194 species in Annex 1 of BD



LIFELIFE--Nature projects Nature projects in 3 countries , a cmparisonin 3 countries , a cmparison

LIFE-
projects

Habitat Plants Birds Vertebrates Invertebrates

Spain 180 72 7 140 55 5

Austria 29 24 1 1 3 0

Finland 43 31 1 7 3 1



Locally / regionally: good Locally / regionally: good visibility through bvisibility through brochuresrochures, , 
press conferences, manuals, slides, press conferences, manuals, slides, 

At EUAt EU--level: poor visibilty. No level: poor visibilty. No comprehensive reporting on comprehensive reporting on 
LIFELIFE--Nature plant life projects Nature plant life projects 

One oOne onn--site article in site article in NaturaNatura 2000 Newsletter,2000 Newsletter,

A rA reporteport of of a a workshop in Valencia in 2001 workshop in Valencia in 2001 

Has LIFEHas LIFE--Nature been Nature been visible?visible?

.... Hence, few incentives towards botanists to apply for .... Hence, few incentives towards botanists to apply for 
LIFELIFE--Nature projects.Nature projects.

Make LIFE more visible!Make LIFE more visible!



Problems with the speciesProblems with the species

•• Is Is 480 species not enough480 species not enough to choose from?to choose from?

•• Low profileLow profile of plant species?of plant species?

•• IIs the annex II s the annex II ofof FFH FFH Directive not Directive not ““scientificallyscientifically”” based? (IUCN criteria, based? (IUCN criteria, 
……))

•• Are Are some speciessome species in Annex II (locally) in Annex II (locally) not threatenednot threatened ……. Hence no need . Hence no need 
to be protected to be protected 

•• Species not eligible for fundingSpecies not eligible for funding: n: nationalational redred--listed / legally protected listed / legally protected 
species, not included in Annex I?species, not included in Annex I?

•• BBetteretter protection protection achieved through achieved through ““Habitat TypeHabitat Type”” conservation conservation 
projectsprojects? So, why not better promote plant conservation measures in ? So, why not better promote plant conservation measures in 
these actions?these actions?

Why so fewWhy so few plant plant LIFELIFE--Nature Nature projects?projects?



Why so fewWhy so few plant plant LIFELIFE--Nature Nature projects?projects?

Problems with Problems with applicants?applicants?

•• AreAre botanists less interested?botanists less interested?

•• IIs thes there no appropriatere no appropriate forum to network?forum to network?

•• role for Planta Europa?role for Planta Europa?



Is information lacking?Is information lacking?

•• Is Is research neededresearch needed before acting?before acting?

•• Do we Do we not not need how to protectneed how to protect individual species? How to individual species? How to 
rere--introduce species? introduce species? ExEx--situ / insitu / in--situ problems?situ problems?

•• Do we need at which Do we need at which moment to intervenemoment to intervene? Lacking ? Lacking 
updated information on populationsupdated information on populations

•• Do we need how to Do we need how to integrate speciesintegrate species-- and habitat typeand habitat type--
conservation? conservation? 

Why so fewWhy so few plant plant LIFELIFE--Nature Nature projects?projects?



Is there something wrong with the LIFEIs there something wrong with the LIFE--application forms?application forms?

•• CostsCosts: d: doesoes LIFELIFE--Nature require applicants to submit expensive Nature require applicants to submit expensive 
projects and can plants be conserved with less expensive projectprojects and can plants be conserved with less expensive projects? s? 
Problem of pooling species in one project difficult?Problem of pooling species in one project difficult?

•• Is Is applying too time consumingapplying too time consuming??

•• Is the Is the structurestructure ““Preparatory ActionsPreparatory Actions””, , ““land purchaseland purchase””, , ““nonnon--
recurring measuresrecurring measures””, , …….. .. not appropriatenot appropriate for plant projects? E.g. no for plant projects? E.g. no 
sufficient space for researchsufficient space for research

•• Project timeProject time: : longlong--termterm (> 5yrs) or short projects (< 2 yrs)?(> 5yrs) or short projects (< 2 yrs)?

•• OOtherther EUEU--programmes programmes are betterare better? ? InterregInterreg, , AgriAgri--envenv funds, etc more funds, etc more 
appropriate to launch plant conservation projects?appropriate to launch plant conservation projects?

Why so fewWhy so few plant plant LIFELIFE--Nature Nature projects?projects?



EU-rapport on co-financing Natura 2000

LIFE III + will end in 2006

No decision yet on after 2006 

Why so fewWhy so few plant plant LIFELIFE--Nature Nature projects?projects?


